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[Date]

Rt Hon Hilary Benn MP 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
Nobel House 
17 Smith Square
London 
SW1P 3JR

Dear Mr Benn

I am writing to you to express my concerns over specific references in the Proposed Changes to East of England Plan to an urban extension to the north of Harlow of at least 10,000 dwellings and possibly significantly more. 

I am fundamentally opposed to building north of the Stort and west of the M11 in the “heartland of East Herts”. Proposals to build in this area have been rejected twice before through democratic planning processes (Hertfordshire Structure Plan and SERPLAN).

The Sustainability Appraisal of the Proposed Changes contains no reference to building to the north of Harlow on the scale proposed. All previous attempts to produce a compelling case have failed. 

The work STOP Harlow North has commissioned in relation to the EU Habitats Directive shows the Habitats Directive Report on the Proposed Changes is not “fit for purpose”. The Plan may be in breach of EU Directives and may be challenged in the courts. It is highly significant that GO-East have now delayed publication of the final Plan to check the Proposed Changes against this Directive

An Appropriate Assessment should have been prepared – it cannot be correct to state in the Plan that there are no “likely significant impacts” on Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. It is wrong to leave this to the Local development Document stage at which point land allocation commitment will be difficult to reverse.

The Harlow regeneration study stated the overall cost of growth to be of the order of £800 million which others estimate could reach £1billion with escalating building costs. The current infrastructure backlog is £350 million, including £83million on repairs to the existing housing stock. This is before any new building.

This is a massive bill. We all agree we need a better Harlow but who is going to pay and will the money actually be invested. Perhaps a more realistic approach is needed.

The growth area concept for the M11 corridor is fundamentally flawed economically and environmentally. The Examination in Public tested these concepts and rejected growth north of Harlow. It is unsustainable.

The local communities have produced their own plan for the area north of Harlow as actively managed countryside – Gilston Great Park – which can be found on our website www.stopharlownorth.com. I urge you to support these alternative environmentally sustainable proposals.

Your sincerely

[Your Name]

